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STATE FARMS 


Although the main course of Land Reform in China is along the line of redistribu- 
tion, there is still considerable experimentation with state farms. There are at pres- 
ent fifteen ey large state farms in regions south of the Great Wall, 10 in 
North China, 3 in East China, and one each in the Central-South and the Northwest. 
These 15 farms have a total of 555,000 shih mou of arable land and 4200 staff work- 
ers and laborers. Central-South Military and Administrative Commission reports 
that a state farm in the Yellow River area of Honan has 63,000 mow, with 48 modern 
tractors and 8 combines in operation. Their wheat fields averaged 207 catties of yield 
per mow, as compared with only about 120 catties in the private wheat fields in that 
area. Besides the state farm, other economic set-ups are: the “‘rich peasant’’ eco- 
nomy, where the farmer uses hired labor to supplement his own labor. This former 
continues and is permitted, but is not encouraged. The individual economy; each 
man working his own land. After the conclusion of Land Reform, it is expected that 
90% of the rural population will be included in this economy. Mutual assistance and 

)co- onomy; this is now peoe experimented with in three forms, with 
more or less complete amalgamation of the resources of production. 


Some of the farms have sustained serious losses during the past year. Communist 
officials ascribe these to insufficient experience, over-anxiety for success, blindness, 
reliance upon luck, pure pursuit of targets, failure to follow scientific procedures, ab- 
sence of production plans, etc. 


Communist cadres assigned to rural work are expected to adopt the “‘three-sames’’, 
namely, same shelter, same food, and same work as the peasants themselves. 


Kwangsi seems to be more resistant to Land Reform than most other places. The 
deputy director of Land Reform for Kwangsi complains that cadres everywhere meet 
‘fa grave hostile situation of frenzied sabotage of agrarian reform.” He ascribes this 
~ som — machinations of the landlords who have managed to get the peasants on 

eir side. 


SOUTH-CENTRAL REPORT 


The fourth plenary session of the Central-South Military and Administrative Commis- 
sion was held in Hankow November 12-22, 1951. This Commission governs the six prov- 
inces of Honan, Hupeh, Hunan, Kiangsi, Kwangsi, and Kwangtung, and the two special 
municipalities of Wuhan and Canton. The Chairman of the Committee of Cultural and 
Educational Affairs, Chao Yi-min, made a — to this session which was published in 
the Dec. 7 issue of the Hankow YANGTSE DAILY. A part of his report follows: ‘“‘Anoth- 
er noticeable feature was the proper attention to the schools, hospitals and relief orga- 
nizations formerly subsidized by United States interests, and the development of the 
patriotic movement among religious circles. According to statistical return, of the 
three higher institutions of learning formerly subsidized by American interests, two have 
been converted into public institutions. Of the 52 secondary schools also thus subsidized, 
measures for the disposal of 42 have already been fully decided, and among them, 31 
have been retained as private institutions with aid given by the government, 8 were con- 

rted into public schools, and the other three were merged. ten secondary schools 


4 o be taken care of. 


= 

« 
5 
i 


POLS 


ey 


“Of formerly United-States-subsidized relief organs, there were a total of 124 units, 
not counting those in Kwangsi, where the situation has not yet been reported. The Goy- ™ 


ernment has taken over 42 of these units for continued operation. _ 


“A great change has come to religious circles. Large numbers of patriotic Protes- 
tants and Catholics have everywhere exhibited their patriotism, and voluntarily risen to 
expel from their ranks imperialist agents and spies who took refuge under the cloak of 
religion, and have proceeded with the reform of their churches. But it must be pointed 
out that agents and spies are still to be found in hiding, and the greater vigilance of re- 


ligious circles is called for. 


THE THREE AND THE FIVE “ANTI’S”’ 


The Anti movement Gee Vol II No. 2) is developing into a major purge of business 
elements. Evidently far more cases of corruption have been uncovered than were ex- 
pected when the movement began. Many a Communist cadre has been found to have 
used his power and his advance information of industrial developments to turn a pretty 
penny for himself. A number of long-planned activities (Church Leaders’ Ideological 
Institute, Sino-Soviet Propaganda Week, etc.) have had to be shelved to give more time 
for the investigations involved. Criminals uncovered are being castigated as big, me- 
dium-sized and little tigers, depending upon the scale of their illegal activities. Among 
the arrests in Tientsin have been three prominent Christians, Wang Wei-sheng, Yuan 
Wei-chin, and Chang Feng-tsao, and two Christian hospital officials Lei Ai-teh (Mack- 
enzie Memorial Hospital) and Chu-ko Wen-p’ing (Meth. Women’s Hospital. In Shanghai 
two Bethel Hospital doctors, Mei Kuo-chen (Wesley May) and Shih Ch'eng-chih, are un- 
der accusation, but it is not clear whether they have been arrested or not. Meanwhile 
TIEN FENG editorials are working hard to convince Christians that it is right to accuse 
their fellow-Christians of these acts of wrong-doing. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Dr. James Endicott, chairman of the Canadian Peace Congress, and for 22 years a 
Christian missionary in China, visited 4 re with his wife in February. On Feb. 20 
he broadcast over the Peking radio, congratulating China on its accomplishments durin? ~ 
the past three years. He spoke of visiting a village near Peking to see at first hand them 
results of Land Reform, and said, ‘‘Any man of common sense, good will, and humanita- 
rian feeling must give his full support to the achievements of Land Reform.’’ He went on 
to speak of persecution by the Canadian police of the peace movement there. He stated, 
“There is a growing feeling of distaste for the colonial wars of aggression and oppress- 
ion which are now taking place in Asia and Africa.”’ 


Rey. Ai Nien-san of Shanghai had an article in the Feb. 10 Kung Pao (CCC organ) en- 
titled ‘‘Look ai the Lutheran Missionaries of China Who Were ‘Above Politics’’’. In this 
article he gives details of many missionaries’ sons who entered government or military 
service, and concludes that the missionary teaching that religion should be above poli- 
tics is pure hypocrisy. 


An American Board Bulletin reports re-assignments of ex-China missionaries as 
follows: Edith Lovett, Istanbul; John and en Japan; Constance Buell, Kobe 
College; Louise Meebold and Lucy Lanktree, Micronesia; Guy Thelin, Philippines @etty 
following later); Emma Noreen, Silliman Univ., Philippines; Ernest and Beth Shaw, re- 
tired. Other news: Arthur O. Rinden is now Executive Secretary to the Attleboro (Mass. 
Council of Churches; Dr. Adelaine Satterthwaite is soon going to Puerto Rico; Roderick 
Scott is writing a historical monograph on Fukien Christian University; Alfred Heininger 
is now a pastor in El Paso, Texas; Edith Galt is teaching in Western Reserve Univ.; 

Dr. Percy Watson does part time work with the Minnesota State Dept of Health; Eunice 
Thomas is spending the spring in Europe; Isabel Hemingway is doing graduate nursing 
work in Washington, D.C.; Mary Dewar is in Columbia Univ. 


CHURCH NEWS 


The churches of fa gave very generously for the Airplane Fund, according to 
Tien Feng for Feb. 16. ey set as their standard ¥ 2000 per member, and ¥ 10,000 
per sharch worker per month for six months. It is eer that this was purely 
voluntary, and some did not come up to the standard. But all did their best, except 
oe | Ming-tao’s church and a few others, who would not take part in the subscriptions 4 


> 
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Wang Ming-tao is continuing to publish his “Spiritual Food Quarterly.’’ The 
November issue was #100, and was a special number celebrating the 25th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the nee e reported that in the first eleven months of 
1951 he had received into his Peking church 44 members by baptism and 20 by trans- 
fer. In this issue of his magazine he includes a translation of this prayer of Luther ial 
“Almighty and Eternal God! How fearful is this world, as it bares its great feeth to 
eat one up! How weak my heart is as it rests in Thee. My God, help me that I may 
resist the wisdom of this world. I plead with Thee to arise and work. This is Thy 
work and not mine. | have come here not for my own benefit or of my own choice. I 
have no quar:el with these rulers of the world. I would ask for myself to pass my days 
in happiness and peace. But the affairs of this dav are for Thy cause. Thy cause is 
just and righteous, and is everlasting. Lord, help me, Thou art faithful and unchang- 
ing. I am trusting no man now. . . Now Iam ready. Ready to give my life for Thy 
truth. Though the world is filled with devils, though they burn me to ashes, yet is my, 
life with Thee. To this end I have already received Thy word as a sure pledge. Amen 


A Hongkong Chinese Christian, after spending a year in Communist China on busi- 
ness, recently returned to Hongkong. He reported that in many of the large churches 
where accusation meetings have been held there are now very few worshippers. But 
then around the corner, in a poorly lighted room off a narrow street, there would be 
found fervent prayer meetings. where in spite of the environment the believers were 
happy in the Lord. He told of one Christian who was asked by a Communist cadre. 

‘If you had to choose between Marxism and Christianity, which would you choose ?’’ He 
asked for a week to think it over, and then, after much prayer, answered, ‘We are at 
pages guaranteed religious freedom. Therefore I do not have to make such a choice. 

the religious freedom is taken away, I shall make my choice then.” 


Isaac Wei, son of Paul Wei, the founder of the True Jesus Church, has an article in 
the Feb. 23 TIEN FENG. He reports that their denomination has about a thousand 
churches, with over 100,000 members. This is a self-examination article on (1) his 
own thinking, (2) his ‘“Three-self’’ teaching, (3) his individualism. Since this is an 
independent church, he has no missionaries to accuse, but he confesses the bourgeois 
attitudes with which the church has been infected, such as depending upon the contri- 
ae - een Christians, and even appointing them to positions of influence 
in the church, 


The Hin a Methodist Annual Conference held an all-Conference Christmas ser- 
vice in which they specially honored the 203 Christian families that had sons and 
daughters fighting in Korea, giving each a special little flag to hang up in their home. 
Other news items indicate that this honoring of the families that have a son at the 
front is fairly widespread. | 


The Foochow District of the True Jesus Church held its annual meeting on Feb. 2. 
A representative of Y.T. Wu’s Three Self Movement and an observer from the city 
government were both present throughout the meeting, but it is not reported that they 
said anything. After listening to reports of work of the past year, making plans for 
the new year, electing new officers, and celebrating Communion, they adjourned. 


A country church near Tsekung, Szechuan, reports that after the cutting off of for- 
eign funds their church workers were at first in hard straits. Now they have rented 
out some of the church property at seven pecks of rice a month, and this, with the con- 
tributions of the members and the manual labor of the church workers themselves, 


has solved the problem of support. 


One ideological institute for church leaders closed in Shanghai the middle of Decem- 
ber, and it was expected that another would begin in February. However, due to the 
unexpected enlarging of the scope of the Three and Five Antis Movement, this second 
institute has been called off. 


The Foochow churches had a united New Year’s celebration on Jan. 27 (China New 
Year) in Tien An T'ang. Among the 5,166 Christians of the city, it was reported that 
there were 195 families with a total of 235 children at the front. These families were 
especially honored at that meeting. 


The English Methodist Ningpo Synod held their annual meeting Dec. 16-14, with 
16 ministers and 30 lay delegates present. They discussed allowing women to conduct 
the sacraments, but came to no conclusion. They urged the following of the new mar- 
riage laws. Officers for the following year are: President Fang Ai-shih; Secretary 
Shu Shun-yuan, District superintendents Hsu Hui-chu, Shu Shun-yuan, Shen Teh-chuan, 
Shao Shen-t’ang Ghao is a very recent NTS graduate). 
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